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FR0~1 SIX-YEAR LARCH STUDY 
The University of r.Iontana, t'1issoula, has been awarded $15,000 under a cooperative 
agreement \~ith the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service's Intermountain Forest and 
Range Experiment Station to synthesize data from a six-year study to determine l'r<ri:wai..ent 
needs and growth response following fertilization of western larch forests. 
Experiment station director Robert l'/. Harris, Ogden, Utah, said the study was initiated 
in 1966 in an effort to provide land managers t.'lith a scientific approach for accelerating 
growth of western larch, which plays such a vital role in the timber industries of western 
Montana, northern Idaho and eastern Washington. 
"Results of this study should lead to the development of techniques that can be used to 
ascertain if individual stands of this valuable commerci al species are deficient in nutrients 
and, if so, \'lhat type of available fertilizers best serve to accelerate their grO\vth," said 
Harris. 
Dr. Mark J. Behan, an associate professor of botany at U 1 and chairman of the l.)eyar-t -· 
ment of Wildlife Biology, is serving as principal coordinator of this cooperative research 
effort. Collaborating with him is Wyman C. Schmidt, research sil vicul turist at the Inter-
mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station's Forestry Sciences Laboratory, located on the 
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